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News In an ERA of Crisis
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those who say they always vote in local elections 

(27% of U.S. adults) display strikingly stronger local 

news habits than those who do not regularly vote in 

local elections

- Pew Research Center 2016
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Hispanics without access to local television news are 

significantly less likely to participate in elections than 

Hispanics with access to news in Spanish. 

(8% difference in modeled turnout)

- Obeholzer-Gee & Waldfogel 2006
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Data Collection
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• Content analysis of front webpages
• Original 
• Local 
• Critical Information Needs

• Source measures
• Corporate ownership
• Social media presence 

• Community level measures (US Census)
• Household income
• Density per square mile
• Distance from large metropolitan market
• Presence of a university
• County seat
• State capital

• Community level demographics (US Census)
• Percent White
• Percent African American
• Percent Hispanic / Latino

Data
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Key Findings: By the Numbers

A number of factors impact the robustness of a local news environment

• Only about 17 percent of the news stories provided to a community are truly 
local – that is actually about or having taken place within – the municipality

• Less than half (43 percent) of the news stories provided to a community by 
local media outlets are original (i.e., are produced by the local media outlet) 

• Just over half (56 percent) of the news stories provided to a community by 
local media outlets address a critical information need
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Key Findings: What we’ve learned

A number of factors impact the robustness of a local news environment

• Distance from a large media market (the smaller the distance, the less robust 
is the local journalism). 

• Number of universities (the more universities in a community, the more 
robust is the local journalism). 

• Hispanic/Latino population (the greater the proportion of a community’s 
population that is Hispanic/Latino, the less robust is the journalism in that 
community). 
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What We Know About What Works
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What We Know About What Works
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Overall
• New ownership models in local news are creating tension with regards to the core 

legitimacy of local news organizations

• Multiple identity organizations (Foreman and Whetten, 2002)

• There is a new normal of local news slowly re-emerging

• The pragmatic legitimacy of local news is signaled through a strategic choice to 

regionalize content

• Likely to result in a conflicting legitimacy within newsrooms in response to 

perceived challenges to the organization’s identity

Practical Findings
• Erosion of local content has far reaching implications; current research 

underscores concerns with regards to socioeconomic variables

• Data hints at news deserts as a growing problem, 

but longitudinal data is needed

• New ownership models improve fiscal viability, but at a cost

The New Institution of Local News
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